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N E W S  
 
Independent Evaluation 
Independent Evaluator Dr. Jenny Nailor has 
c om pleted an evaluation over m any m onths of  
our ac tivity in Q L D and NS W . S he has f ound  

 
“the evidenc e g athered c onf irm s that the 
prog ram s have b een suc c essf ul 
educ ationally” .   

 
S he f oc used m ostly on q ualitative evaluation, 
using  m ultiple sourc es.  T here w ere also 
im pressive dif f erenc es in students attitudes 
ref lec ted in students’  attitudes ab out som e 
g roups b ef ore and af ter their partic ipation.  
 
 

D e s c r i p t o r  f r o m  
A t t i t u d i n a l  S u r v e y  

In Relation to 
ow n G r ou p  
  
%  o f  s t u d e n t s  
a g r e e i n g  w i t h  
t h i s  d e s c r i p t o r   

In Relation to 
“ O th er ”   
 
P r e %  o f  
s t u d e n t s  
a g r e e i n g  w i t h  
t h i s  d e s c r i p t o r  

In Relation to 
“ O th er ”   
 
P os t-w or k s h op  
%  o f  s t u d e n t s  
a g r e e i n g  w i t h  t h i s  
d e s c r i p t o r   

Im p r ov em ent 

‘ A r e  s c a r y ’ 6 60  1 8   +  4 2 %  
‘ D i s l i k e  p e o p l e  f r o m  
o t h e r  g r o u p s ’ 1 2  9 3  2 9  +  6 4 %  
‘ S t e a l  o t h e r  p e o p l e ’s  
l a n d s ’ 6 60  4 7 +  1 3 %  
‘ A r e  s e l f i s h ’ 6 73  2 4  + 4 9 %  
‘ H a v e  n o  m o r a l s ’ 6 73  4 1  + 3 2 %  
‘ A r e  f r i e n d l y ’ 8 0  7 5 9  + 5 2 %  
‘ H a v e  g o o d  m o r a l s ’ 9 3  7 5 3  + 4 9 %  
 
In th e ‘s h adow  of  death ’   
O ur prog ram  has f ac ed a hug e test of  a very dif f erent k ind w hen w e w ere 
c onf ronted onc e ag ain w ith the horrif ic  reality of  c onf lic t in the M iddle East. 
O ur relationships of  trust and em pathy helped us respond w ith real c onc ern 
and sinc erity ab out the suf f ering  and the hug e dilem m as involved. T he draf t 

Purpose:  To provide positive experiences of diversity, to tea ch  stu dents to a b a ndon prej u dice a nd ta k e 
a ction on va l u es sh a red b y a l l  A u stra l ia n.   
 
W h o w e a re?  W e a re a n independent m u l ti-fa ith  non-profit org a niz a tion w ith  C h ristia n, J ew ish  a nd M u sl im  
b oa rd m em b ers w ith  pa rticipa nts from  th ese a nd oth er b a ck g rou nd im pl em enting  ou r prog ra m  tog eth er.   
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set of  princ iples that c am e out of  that disc ussion appear at the end of  this 
new sletter.  
 
O ur hard w ork  in this area has also helped us play a c onstruc tive role on this 
issue as m em b ers and leaders in the Islam ic  and Jew ish c om m unities 
g rappled w ith the ethic al q uestions of  not b eing  c om plic it w ith inj ustic e and 
trying  to m aintain relationships.  
 
F ir s t U niver s ity  Event- N S W  U niver s ity  2 4  
M ar c h   
T im e w as lim ited b ut very produc tive. W ith 
approx im ately 15 +  T og ether f or H um anity 
volunteers, students and staf f  partic ipants.  
 
O ur topic  w as “S hould Jew s and M uslim s talk  to 
eac h other af ter G az a.”  Eac h presenter w as 
ab le 
to ex press their view  on c onf lic t m anag em ent 
throug h personal ex perienc es, spec if ic  to 
relig ious issues f ac ed b y all on a g lob al level. 
 
O f  c ourse, the topic  on P ost G az a Dialog ue w as raised and disc ussed w ith 
m uc h em otion f rom  the audienc e. T alk s ex tended b eyond tim e allow ed and 
org aniz ers req uested a f urther sessions to c ontinue dialog ue on suc h a c ritic al 
area of  interest. 
 
H ar m ony  D ay  2 0 0 9  
H arm ony Day is c eleb rated on 18 M arc h eac h year and is prom oted b y the 
Departm ent of  Im m ig ration and Citiz enship ( DIA C)  to c eleb rate  
 
the c ohesive and inc lusive nature of  our nation and prom otes the b enef its of  
c ultural diversity. T og ether f or H um anity w as c alled on to assist a rang e of  
sc hools to support their ef f orts.  
 
T hese inc luded, Conc ord W est, Q uak er’ s H ill 
W est, Northm ead H ig h S c hool, W iley P ark  P ub lic  
S c hool, M asada c olleg e and R avensw ood sc hool 
f or g irls.  
    
G eorg e, one of  volunteers of  L eb anese Christian 
b ac k g round desc rib ed his ex perienc e at M asada 
and R avensw ood.  

“A n A m az ing  c onversation b etw een the 
presenters and young  c urious m inds, ab out 
relig ion and c ultural values. U nplanned, the 
session turned into a inf orm ation f renz y 
throug h the num erous q uestions ask ed b y an am az ing ly b rig ht b unc h of  
young  students. S o b rig ht that teac hers j oined in the c onversations 
g athering  new  inf orm ation as the talk s developed.”  
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T he sig nif ic ant c ontrib ution b y students prom pted presenters to reduc e 
the num b er of  ac tivities due to the q uality of  the students interest and 
lim ited tim e, they sent us aw ay w anting  m ore. T he intellig enc e of  these 
11 year olds am az ed m e, f or ex am ple, in response to the q uestion ‘ H ow  
do you help rem ove the im ag inary b arrier around peoples isolation 
b ec ause of  their appearanc e? ’  O ne student replied, ‘ B y ac c epting  eac h 
others dif f erenc es and b e f riends’ . 
 

F or Z alm an a hig hlig ht w as w ork ing  along side a 
partic ipant of  the prog ram  done a f ew  years earlier at 
G ranville B oys H ig h, M oham ed T aha. “I w as really 
thrilled to w ork  tog ether w ith one of  these g uys…  
years earlier w e had all ag reed w e needed to w ork  
tog ether to overc om e our dif f erenc es- and here w e 
w ere f ulf illing  that old prom ise” .  
 
  
A c tion C om m ittee  
M any thank s to David Einf eld. David has b een instrum ental in putting  tog ether 
an ac tion c om m ittee w hic h w ill support the w ork  of  the org aniz ation.  
T he c om m ittee m eets the f irst T uesday of  every m onth in the c ity. If  you are 
interested in g etting  involved please c ontac t M atthew  W olf  0 4 13  6 5 7  0 3 8.  
 
N ew  P ar tner s  and of f ic e s pac e  
R adio M arathon – the c haritab le arm  of  L aik i b ank  has f orm ed a partnership 
w ith T og ether f or H um anity to apply our m ethod to addressing  prej udic e 
ag ainst people w ith Disab ilities.   
 
W e are look ing  f orw ard to w ork ing  on this vital ob j ec tive.  W e have also 
m oved into of f ic e spac e at 17 5  Castlereag h S treet, S ydney thank s to our 
partners the Com m unity R elations Com m ission f or a M ulti-Cultural NS W . 
P eople w ishing  to help out c an use one of  the tw o desk s w e have b een g iven 
on level 8. P lease c ontac t M atthew  if  you w ould lik e to help.  
 
T he Com m unity R elation Com m ission, R adio M arathon and L aik i j oin our 
other partners and supporters, T he Departm ent of  Im m ig ration and 
Citiz enship and M ultic ultural A f f airs Q ueensland and the Caledonia 
F oundation. Y our support is g reatly apprec iated. 
 

 

DRAFT/ I n t e r i m  P o l i c y  r e f l e c t i n g  TFH  
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b o a r d  g e n e r a l  c o n s e n s u s  
 To g e t h e r  f o r  H u m a n i t y  Re s p o n s e  t o  V i o l e n t  C o n f l i c t  

 
A s  a n  A u s t r a l ia n  m u l t i-f a it h  o r g a n iz a t io n  w e  a r e  c o m m it t e d  t o  b u il d in g  m e a n in g f u l  
b r id g e s  b e t w e e n  a l l  p e o p l e s .  T h e  f o l l o w in g  p r in c ip l e s  a n d  t r u t h s  g u id e  T o g e t h e r  f o r  
H u m a n it y  F o u n d a t io n ’ s  r e s p o n s e  t o  v io l e n t  c o n f l ic t .   

1 .  H u m a n  life is sacred.  I t  is  w r o n g  t o  b e  in d if f e r e n t  t o  t h e  k il l in g  o f  a n y  
h u m a n  b e in g  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n  o r  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  a n y  p a r t ic u l a r  c a u s e .  

2 .  U n iv e r s a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  in t e r n a t io n a l  l a w s  a n d  m o r a l  p r in c ip l e s ,  m u s t  a p p l y  t o  
e v e r y o n e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r a c e ,  r e l ig io n ,  c r e e d ,  g e n d e r  o r  o t h e r  d if f e r e n c e s .    

3 .  J u st ice is  a  c o r e  o b l ig a t io n  o f  a l l  h u m a n it y .  P e o p l e ’ s  r ig h t s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  t h o s e  
r e l a t in g  t o  s a f e t y ,  f r e e d o m  t o  p u r s u e  a  l iv e l ih o o d  a n d  d ig n it y  m u s t  b e  
p r o t e c t e d .  T h e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  j u s t ic e  is  o f t e n  n e g l e c t e d  a n d  a l l  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  
in  a  p o s it io n  t o  s p e a k  o u t  m u s t  d o  s o .  E v e r y o n e ,  t h e  p o w e r f u l  a n d  t h e  
o p p r e s s e d  a r e  m o r a l l y  a c c o u n t a b l e .    

4 .  T h e r e  w il l  b e  d is a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  s in c e r e  p e o p l e  o f  g o o d  f a it h  o v e r  
c o n f l ic t s  a n d  t h e  r e a s o n s  b e h in d  t h e m .  W e  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  d e b a t e  t h e ir  
v ie w s  w it h  r e s p e c t  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  w it h o u t  d e m o n is in g  p e o p l e  e x p r e s s in g  
t h e  o t h e r  v ie w p o in t .  

5 .  T h e r e  a r e  m o ral p rin cip les ab o u t  disag reem en t .  I t  is  r ig h t  t o  e x p r e s s  a  
v ie w  s t r o n g l y  a n d  e t h ic a l l y ,  b e in g  c a r e f u l  a b o u t  o u r  r e s p o n s e  t o  o p p o s in g  
v ie w s  a n d  u s in g  n o n -p o l a r iz e d  l a n g u a g e .   

6 .  W it h  t h e  q u a l if ic a t io n  o f  o u r  l im it e d  c a p a c it y  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  s p e c if ic  s it u a t io n s  
w e  a f f ir m  b r o a d  p r in c ip l e s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  h o w  t h e s e  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  s it u a t io n  a t  a  
p a r t ic u l a r  t im e  a n d  p l a c e .   

7 .  I t  is  w r o n g  t o  d e m o n iz e  a  r a c e ,  n a t io n  o r  r e l ig io n  e v e n  a s  w e  a r e  p a in e d  o r  
o u t r a g e d  a b o u t  c h o ic e s  m a d e  in  t h e ir  n a m e  in  a  c o n f l ic t .  T ie s  o f  n a t io n a l it y  
a n d  c o m m o n  f a it h  w il l  in f l u e n c e  m a n y  p e o p l e .  S o m e  w il l  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  it  is  
im p o s s ib l e  t o  b e  b o t h  l o y a l  t o  o n e  s id e  a n d  a l s o  b e  o b j e c t iv e .  

8 .  V io l e n t  c o n f l ic t  a n d  k il l in g  m u s t  b e  p rev en t ed e v e n  if  w e  w il l  s t r u g g l e  t o  f in d  
a n  e f f e c t iv e  w a y  t o  d o  s o .  P e o p l e  d ir e c t l y  in  a  c o n f l ic t  m u s t  b e  o f f e r e d  
a s s is t a n c e  t o  a d o p t  p o s it iv e  m e t h o d o l o g ie s  a n d  in f l u e n c e d  t o  u s e  t e c h n iq u e s  
t h a t  w il l  a l l e v ia t e  t h e  c o n f l ic t .  U n d e r s t a n d in g  t h e  o p p o s in g  v ie w  d o e s  n o t  
m e a n  a g r e e in g  w it h  it .  B u il d in g  r e l a t io n s h ip s  w it h  “ t h e  o t h e r  s id e ’  is  n o t  t h e  
s a m e  a s  s id in g  w it h  t h e  e n e m y .  H u m il it y  a n d  a n  o p e n  m in d ,  u n d e r s t a n d in g ,  
g e n e r o s it y  o f  s p ir it ,  a n d  b u il d in g  t r u s t  a r e  e s s e n t ia l  e l e m e n t s  in  r e d u c in g  a n d  
e l im in a t in g  v io l e n t  c o n f l ic t .   


