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AAccttiivviittyy  
2009 was a year of expansion in 
quality rather than quantity 
which we highlight in this report. 
Our main effort has continued to 
be showing students we can 
overcome difference and find 
common ground, by showing 
4500 participants the example of 
Christians, Muslims and Jews 
working together.   
 
"Wisdom in the Wrinkles". A 
new initiative to extend students 
valuing of diversity and 
leadership skills involved a 
partnership with primary 
schools in Brisbane and OPSO – 
Older People Speak Out 
organisation. A group of student 
leaders from five schools 
participated in a leadership 
camp lead by T4H Muslim, 
Jewish and Christian educators.  
The two days camp focused on 
leadership and social 
responsibility and a joint activity 
with elders.  In a follow up 
celebration, the student leaders 
presented an intergeneration 
play in front of 400 elders and 
families.  
 
Daring to deal with discord. A 
bold seminar for high school 
students was conducted in Perth 
that specifically addressed how 
young Australians can get along 
in spite of international conflict. 
The students participating in our 
2 day Inter-school activity from 
Australian Islamic College, Carey 
Baptist and the Carmel school 
did not try to agree on how to 
resolve the conflicts there. 
Instead they learned about 

dealing with completely different 
perspectives about conflict.  
 
The students gained some insights 
by working with some provocative 
images and came away with their 
commitment to getting along 
intact. The students later 
performed a skit about dealing 
with difference for delegates 
across the Asia Pacific region and 
our foreign minister Stephen 
Smith at the Regional Interfaith 
Dialogue.  
 
Shame & other Balanda & 
Blackfella differences A two day 
cross-cultural workshops with 10-
11 year old mostly disadvantage 
Indigenous primary school 
children was conducted in 
Batchelor NT. Originally we 
planned a two part program with 
the 2nd day planned as a 
leadership program like we were 
doing in another cross cultural 
program in Darwin.  
 
We hit cultural misunderstandings 
on day one when one boy 
responded to a teacher’s praise by 
covering his face and saying 
‘shame”. Joining our team on day 
two was Indigenous educator 
Gapany Gaymangu. She helped the 
teacher understand that this was 
an Indigenous way of showing 
respect. She also told us that 
“leadership” for 11 years olds was 
not culturally relevant. Instead 
she led a discussion about 
custodianship and contribution. 
On a follow up visit the deputy 
principal told us there was a real 
change in those children’s 
attitudes.  
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Going our separate ways? No! 
Interfaith teams have participated 
in the city to surf and raised 
awareness in Sydney and around 
the world.  An interfaith team also 
rode on bicycles from Sydney to 
Melbourne. The great journey was 
called “Pedals for Peace” and was 
initiated by university student 
Benji Holzman. On the way the 
team conducted programs in 
schools and for community 
groups.  
 
Difference of the brain not the 
mind. Our work was extended 
through the generosity of “Radio 
Marathon” and Laiki bank to deal 
with prejudice based on disability. 
Programs in the East and West of 
Sydney involved presenters with 
Bi-Polar, epilepsy, Spina Bifida, 
and other conditions. Students 
were surprised that the girl in the 
wheel chair enjoys skiing. One 14 
year old girl, herself suffering 
from an intellectual disability 
really came alive during the 
presentation. She seemed 
oblivious to the people around her 
as she connected with the 
Christian, Epileptic on our team.  
 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  eennggaaggeemmeenntt  
 
Seeds, no manure. 2009 was a 
year when our support from the 
Commonwealth Government was 
limited to activity in WA and the 
NT.  The funding we had received 
in 2007-2008 was seed funding 
rather than recurring. We are 
adjusting to this new reality with 
determination and with new and 
generous community support.  
 

Muslims, Money and Women. The 
Community has begun to step up 
to the plate with a generous 
donation of $10,000 by the 
Crescent club, a Muslim 
professionals group. Prominent 
women Janet Holmes à Court AC, 
Professor Di Yerbury AO and the 
Muslim Women’s Association have 
set the pace, hopefully the men 
will match them.  We have also 
received many donations large 
and small from Jewish and 
Christian members of the 
community as well as people with 
no religious faith at all.  
 
Moving story and mixed company. 
A highly successful event called 
“delight in difference” was held at 
Government House in Sydney 
hosted by Minister Virginia Judge 
with Jana Wendt as MC. Guest 
were greatly moved by guest 
speaker and TFH supporter 
Sabina Van Der Linden, enjoyed 
the magnificent voice of TFH 
presenter Sheik Ahmad Abu 
Ghazaleh and the humour of 
Comedian, Mohamed El-Leissy 
and the outstanding food of Halal 
and Kosher certified Passion8 
Caterers.   
 
Community workshops. This 
year we held two successful Cross 
Cultural training days for 
government and non profit 
organisations in Brisbane and 
Gold Coast. The workshops were 
booked in full and resulted in new 
and exciting collaborations 
between participates.  Training for 
presenters and community 
workers were also held in Perth 
and Darwin.   

Photos above by Warren Duncan 
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We also presented at the Community Relations 
Commission youth Symposium, National Students 
leadership Dialogue and Australian Parliament 
House both in Canberra, for Rotary in Yass NSW, the 
Ideal Festival and Multicultural Festival in Brisbane 
and NSW University.  Two of our presenters 
represented Australia in the Regional Interfaith 
Dialogue and participated in the World Parliament 
of Religions 
 

PPeeooppllee    
 
Board. Our board of directors welcome prominent 
Muslim educator Mrs. Madenia Abdurahman as our 
new president, community sector consultant Mr. 
Ken Lander as our new chairman, educator Mr. John 
McGrath as secretary with Ms. Jana Wendt joining 
Mr. Peter Stephinson as directors. While Mrs. 
Abdurahman will lead in vision and representing the 
organisation, Mr. Lander will continue to drive the 
development of the organisation.  
 
With deep appreciation we farewell board members, 
Mr. Jihad Dib and Mr. Jonathan Baral who will 
continue to support our activity but due to time 
pressures  will no longer serve on our board.   
 
Team. Ms. Ronit Baras has ably led our activity in the 
first half of 2009 and we are optimistic about having 

her on board again pending confirmation of 
funding from the Queensland Government.  Ms. 
Donna Jacobs Sife will continue to work on our 
activity in NSW, Mr. Gary Hoggard continues as 
webmaster and Rabbi Zalman Kastel will continue 
as National Director.  
 
With this team on board and with the experience 
gained in 2009 we look forward to a very 
rewarding program in 2010. Thank you again for 
your support.  
 

RReessuullttss  
 
Lasting change? A prominent Sydney leader 
challenged us with the question; would the 
improved attitudes and reduced prejudice last if 
the situation flared up in the Middle East?  
 
We collected data in June this year from some 
participants in activity during August-October 
2008 involving Arabic Muslim and Jewish 
students.  Over seven months passed, including the 
war and destruction in Gaza. Our prayers for 
continue for a lasting peace and just resolution, 
meanwhile we were please to find real lasting 
changes in Australia.   
 
Best wishes for the New Year.  

 

In case you missed it….Together for Humanity Attitudes Survey Aug 2008 & June 2009 
 

Activity between the groups between August 
and late October. Post data taken more than 

seven months after the experience. 

 
)Î ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ȰÏÔÈÅÒȱ ÇÒÏÕÐȟ 
% of students agreeing with 

the descriptor 

 
)Î ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ȰÏÔÈÅÒȱ ÇÒÏÕÐȟ  
% of students agreeing with 

the descriptor   
Change 

Dates data collected.   7 August  2008 11 June 2009 

 Different from me  78.57 57.14 -21.43 

Are caring about others 7.14 42.86 +35.71 

Do not respect women. 78.57 35.71 -42.86 

Dislike people from other groups 100 57.14 -42.86 

Have no morals  78.57 42.86 -35.71 

Are friendly 7.14 42.86 +35.71 

 


